SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE 01 CREATION.       181

varieties of minerals, plants, and animals, by
which our earth is adorned and peopled, the
ascending steps are clear, AH attempts, from
anatomical resemblances, to identify men with
animals, only furnish new illustrations of the
barrier which parts them, and the immense
distance that lies between. For who can
imagine a conclave of apes or Tnryp.lri.eFt devising
laws of biology, and explaining to their friends
how, in the course of long ages, while the earth
was cooling by laws of radiation, the larvae of
Ascidians had availed themselves of favourable
conditions for higher existence, and slowly and
steadily developed themselves upward into the
monkey form ?

There seems to be a fifth conclusion which
results, by natural and probable inference, from
a scientific review of the broad, well-known
facts of human history. Man, as all experience
proves, is a social being, with power to acquire,
transmit, and communicate knowledge from
generation to generation. The strong instinct,
which prompts him to leave memorials behind
him, extends oven to savage tribes. Now tho
known history of mankind, excluding a few
chapters only of Genesis, mounts upward very
little more at the highest, than four thousand
years, Tho whole race, also, might have been